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t the beginning of the 
Revolutionary War, ASaugerties was entering 

the height of its earliest 
community development and 
the names of its leading families 
are those that will play a part in 
the protests, rebellion and 
recovery for the next quarter 
century. All were landowning 
Freeholders of the Kingston 
Commons. The majority found 
themselves residing and farming 
on disputed lands after the 
Crown grants of 1767. For this 
reason this community was one 
in calling the taxes and other 

economic 
Acts of 
England 
tyrannical 
and 
joining the 
protests 
that made 
England 
declare its 
American 
colonies in 
rebellion.

Following the Unanimous 

Declaration of the Independence 

on July 4th, 1776 an army of 

32,000 English and Hessian 

soldiers landed on Long Island 

and occupied New York City. 

Cut off from the sea, the Kings 

Highway and Kingston, the most 

important location on it, became 

the route and destination of all 

communication and commerce 

between the rebellious colonies. 

After the independent State of 

New York elected a Governor in 

June of 1777 England called for 

its armies of the north and those 

in New York City to join at 

Kingston, destroy the seat of the 

new government, occupy the 

whole of the Hudson Valley and 

split the colonies in two.

When the army of the north 

1777 - 1778  Saugerties in the Revolutionary War 

Overview: The British Fleet 
at Saugerties

The full story of Saugerties’ involvement in 

the events surrounding the burning of Kingston 

and Clermont is clouded in the mists of time. 

Very little documentation remains. Still, it is 

interesting to study the events that surrounded 

the brief mentions that there are and from them 

try to develop a story of that period between 

October 18 and October 23, 1777, when thirty 

ships of the British fleet sat off Saugerties and 

the only engagement in the Revolutionary War 

in the Hudson Valley occurred.

General John Vaughan and Sir James Wallace 

were the chief British officers of this fleet. They 

had on board over 2,000 troops. It had been their 

mission to continue a diversion up the Hudson 

giving Burgoyne and St. Leger, the British 

commanders of the northern campaign, the 

opportunity to meet, take Albany, and secure the 

Hudson Valley to split the rebellious colonies in 

two. The Hudson command was under Sir 

Henry Clinton, in New York. The Fleet was 

under Commodore Hotham and the entire 

British campaign was under Vice-Admiral Lord 

Viscount William Howe

Vaughan's expedition up the Hudson River 

was made possible after the British forces from 

New York City, on October 6th, 1777, captured 

Fort Clinton, Fort Montgomery and Fort 

Constitution. These forts had protected a great 

chain placed across the river to impede 

navigation. This chain was made in Kingston 

between late August and October 1776. Robert R. 

Livingston supplied the iron for it.

On the 11th of October 1777, Sir James 

Wallace took a small mission up the river as far 

as Poughkeepsie to gage resistance. The full 

expedition commenced on the 14th when 

Vaughan's fleet of 30 vessels left Peekskill and 

sailed up to an anchorage just off  Esopus 

Island. Ahead of this fleet the only colonial war 

ship on the river, the galley "Lady Washington" 

proceeded into the Rondout Creek. Taken up to 

the falls at  Eddyville, she was dismantled 

(armaments removed) and sunk. The loss of 

knowledge of the location of this highly 

maneuverable threat confused the defensive 

plans of the British for their entire stay up the 

river.

On the morning of the 16th the fleet passed

 Kingston Point. Once Hessian mercenaries 

had broken the defenses of a militia under 

Johannas Snyder and Levi Pawling at  

Ponckhockie, the full British land force of 2000 

disembarked near  East Kingston and 

marched  two miles inland. On the afternoon 

of October 16, 1777, at 4:00 they burned  

Kingston. In contemporary newspaper accounts 

the extent of the destruction was that all was 

burned except the house of Alderman Lefferts of 

New York. The entire population had moved 

themselves and their valuables, under the 

direction of Governor George Clinton, to  

Hurley the day before. Kingston was deserted 

when it was destroyed. Governor Clinton 

reserved his small force exhausted after a forced 

march after the battle of Fort Clinton. They 

remained at Marbletown to protect the records 
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of the State of New York which had been moved 

from Kingston to Rochester.

On the 17th, in the morning, the British went 

onto the east bank and burned houses and barns 

around  Rhinebeck. That afternoon, against a 

stiff wind from the north, the entire fleet fought 

its way up to an anchorage just north of the  

Esopus outlet at Saugerties. A letter from 

Wallace written from "Livingston's Mills" on the 

18th gives two important reasons for this move. 

First is the indication that they are anchored in 

the heart of the rebel Livingston lands. Second is 

the content of the letter stating that the fleet did 

not feel secure near the Rondout because they 

had not been able to locate and destroy the rebel 

galley.

Meanwhile, to the north at Saratoga, 

Burgoyne, after ten days of negotiations with 

Major General Horatio Gates, the colonial victor, 

had finally signed a surrender of the British 

northern army. He was forced to surrender 

because his sister force under St. Leger was 

defeated in the Mohawk Valley and his own 

supplies had been cut off by a colonial victory at 

the battle of Bennington. The news of this 

situation had reached the colonial leadership 

before it reached the British. Governor George 

Clinton knew of it on the 15th and had it 

"leaked", through a Tory resident of Kingston, to 

Vaughan early on the 16th. This knowledge, 

whether not believed or ignored, did not stop 

the burning of Kingston. Governor Clinton 

wrote a letter to General Gates on the 17th 

complaining of the slowness of the resolution of 

the surrender. There was a threat that any delay 

may mean a movement of the fleet, one day's sail 

from Albany. The surrender was signed on the 

17th.

It is unlikely that Burgoyne knew of the 

closeness of Vaughan, anchored off Saugerties, 

when he surrendered. It is further unlikely that 

Vaughan had any way of gaining intelligence on 

the position of the forces at Saratoga without 

sending a scouting party up to see for sure. This 

is probably what occupied Vaughan during 

those five days at Saugerties.

Sometime after the 19th of October, General 

Gates sent a rowboat, with Lord Petersham of 

Burgoyne's army, to carry Burgoyne's dispatches 

to Sir Henry Clinton. These conveyed the terms 

of the surrender. Gates knew that the fleet was at 

Saugerties and so aboard this boat he sent a 

personal letter, dated the 19th, to Major General 

John Vaughan. In this letter Gates severely 

reprimands Vaughan and the intentions of the 

"Royal Cause" for the burning of Kingston and 

warns him of reprisals. This dispatch boat and 

letter must have brought the first official word of 

the surrender at Saratoga. They would have met 

the fleet at Saugerties no earlier than the 20th or 

21st. It is quite likely that Lord Petersham, and 

the dispatches, returned to New York in the 

comfort of Vaughan's flagship, and that the 

entire fleet turned and returned to New York 

immediately upon having the surrender 

confirmed. The fleet set sail early on the morning 

of the 23rd, spent the night off Kingston point 

(I)

(J)

and rejoined the flagship of Commodore 

Hotham at Peekskill on the 24th.

These are the events that led to the retreat of 

the British Fleet at Saugerties. But, during the 

five days that it was there, what took place? Why 

is there no indication that Saugerties was burned 

and why was the anchorage of the fleet referred 

to as Livingston's Mills. In a dispatch from 

Vaughan of the 18th of October the place is 

maliciously referred to as "from on Board the 

'Friendship', off Livingston's Mills that were 

Saturday, Oct. 18, 1777, morning, 10 o'clock." The 

words "that were" are underlined, indicating that 

the mills had been the first properties to be 

destroyed on the fleet's arrival. Were these mills 

in Saugerties?

On the evening of October 17, 1777, 30 vessels 

of the British fleet were anchored on the Hudson 

River  at Saugerties. The River between 

Magdalene Island south of Tivoli and the West 

Camp at Saugerties was filled with them. Tivoli, 

at the time, was called Hoffman's, or Hostman's 

Ferry. That ferry crossed to the Saugerties 

landing on the Esopus. Another ferry crossed 

from the Mynderse Road south of the Sawyer 

Creek to Clermont wharf. The stretch on the 

Hudson between these two ferries was referred 

to by the commanders of the British fleet, 

General Vaughan and Sir James Wallace, as 

"Livingston's Mills".

The name "Livingston's Mills" is probably a 

reference to the elusive powder mill that Judge 

Livingston had built for supplying a Whig army 

after the Stamp Act riots in New York. The word 

"Mills" in this name, however, refers to more 

than one mill. Since mills of the day were run on 

waterpower and there are more streams at 

Saugerties than on the east side of the river at 

Clermont, "Livingston's Mills" is presumed to 

make this general location Saugerties.

Kingston, ten miles to the south, had been 

burned at 4:00 in the afternoon on the day 

before. Little other destruction had taken place 

on the River south of Kingston. On the 17th the 

fleet sailed to Saugerties where it immediately 

began to destroy Livingston properties. A diary 

account of this destruction, kept by William 

Smith, a Loyalist friend of the Livingston family, 

tells which buildings were burnt. In addition to 

 his own house; the “house and appendages 

of Judge Smith”; on Friday, the 17th, the house 

 of Robert G. Livingston, the Buildings  of 

the widow Ten Broeck and the mill  of the 

widow Livingston on the Sawyers Creek were 

burned. On Saturday, the 18th, the houses of 

Robert R. Livingston and his mother (the 1730 

Clermont manor house  and the one recently 

built  near by) were burnt, the house and 

buildings  of Nicholas Hoffman (probably 

storehouses by the ferry) were burnt and "On 

the opposite side several houses are burnt there".

This eyewitness account would seem to place 

the bulk of the destruction of houses and mills; 

in effect the largest destruction in the entire 

campaign next to Kingston; in Saugerties itself. 

When Smith's account is added to the 

newspaper stories of the burning of two houses 
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 on the 22nd and a sloop in a boatyard  

burned on the 23rd, also on the west side, the 

evidence of purposeful destruction waged 

against Saugerties is yet greater.

It is understandable that the sensational 

burning of three hundred and twenty-six houses 

and an equal number of barns in Kingston on the 

16th of October would naturally tend to 

overshadow the destruction of comparatively 

few mills and houses in Saugerties over the week 

that followed. The Whig and Loyalist newspaper 

accounts of the day only mention the destruction 

to the north because of the notoriety of Robert R. 

Livingston and his late father's powder mill. 

Without this the destruction of the 18th through 

the 23rd may have been ignored altogether.

What was the real purpose of this 

destruction? With Saugerties being an active 

Livingston landing, a ferrying point, the 

terminus for three key colonial wagon roads 

and, as indicated, the location of considerable 

improved water rights in which Livingstons had 

an interest, it is only logical to assume that 

vengeance against Livingstons was the reason 

for widespread destruction there. However, 

there is one fragment of history that, when 

placed into the context of the events at 

Saugerties, makes Vaughan's activities for these 

five days there perfectly clear. Saugerties may 

have been Vaughan's destination all along.

There is evidence that General Burgoyne had 

planned to use Kaatsbaan  as an encampment 

area for the British Northern Army. From there 

he would secure the Hudson Valley. It was 

therefor essential for the British fleet to be at 

Saugerties, take the landings there and assure a 

safe supply route for the land troops from the 

deep channel on the shore at West Camp . 

Thus, the logic for all of the destruction, 

including Kingston, was the demoralization of 

the civilian community. In this region known for 

its rebel sympathies and leaders such a plan 

could not tolerate a hostile populace.

The constricted landscape of Saugerties, the 

shortest distance between the Catskill wall and 

the Hudson, was of great strategic importance. 

Governor Clinton recognized this in a letter to 

General Gates stating that his militia could not 

defend artillery there. Saugerties was not 

defensible with the river lost. Supported and 

supplied from the river, the British could safely 

command from Saugerties with a minimum of 

defensive manpower.

By the 22nd of October final confirmation of 

Burgoyne's surrender left Vaughan's fleet with 

no reason for remaining at Saugerties. Kingston 

had been destroyed to sweep all resistance from 

the path of the armies of Burgoyne and St. Leger 

in the population center of the Hudson Valley. 

When these armies were defeated before they 

could even reach Albany, the Hudson Valley 

exploits of Vaughan were left as a petty and 

meaningless campaign of simple marauding 

vengeance in history and the tactical importance 

of Saugerties was lost in the mists of time.

ollowing the Unanimous Declaration of the 

Independence on July 4th, 1776 an army of F
32,000 English and Hessian soldiers landed 

on Long Island and occupied New York 

City. Cut off from the sea, the Kings 

Highway and Kingston, the most 

important location on it, became the route 

and destination of all communication and 

commerce between the rebellious colonies. 
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surrendered at Saratoga the 

British fleet had already burned 

Kingston, Livingston’s Clermont 

and other houses along the shore 

around Saugerties before 

retreating back to New York 

City.

The army that had fought at 

Saratoga, marching south to 

Pennsylvania along the Kings 

Highway, was greeted at 

Kaatsbaan Church by the 

homeless families of Kingston 

with a great feast to celebrate 

their victory. Afterward, as they 

passed the ruins of Kingston’s 

beloved Dutch church and the 

remains of the homes of this 

once-prosperous place, that 

memory would strengthen their 

resolve and see them through 

the many hardships they would 

suffer in the winter that followed 

at Valley Forge.

Saugerties, together with 

Hurley, Marbletown, New Paltz 

and other places that had grown 

out of Kingston’s seed now had 

to feed and shelter its homeless 

population for that harshest of 

all winters and then until its 

homes could be rebuild. This 

played a decisive role in 

reinforcing the settlement 

patterns of these host 

communities, especially in 

Saugerties where so many of the 

third and forth generation Dutch 

had already made their homes.
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Kingston had become a center 

of great wealth. Its houses were 

the showplace of those that 

controlled the most productive 

lands in the Hudson Valley. 

Many also owned houses in 

New York City that the great fire 

there had destroyed the past 

winter. After the burning of 

Kingston an entire class used to 

comfort was forced to live in the 

rough dwellings built for their 

slaves and farm workers on their 

plantations or to seek charity in 

the frontier homes of their 

friends or relatives.

In these homes there was a 

constant threat of raids and even 

fear of a full-scale invasion 

throughout the winter. An army 

of Indians and loyalists were 

pressing throughout the 

Catskills recruiting leasehold 

farmers with promises of 

ownership grants to their 

farmsteads. A Tory fort built 

atop the Plattekill Clove 

controlled the peaks and looked 

down on all the land of 

Saugerties, the Hudson River 

and a smoldering, deserted 

Kingston to the south.

By 1773 the budding village of 

Saugerties already had 

Christopher Kiersted in 

residence as its doctor. He lived 

in the stone house built by his 

wife’s grandfather Hizakia 

DuBois. After the burning of 

Kingston his house and that of 

his neighbor, Edgar 

Schoonmaker who had just 

returned from the battle of the 

north, as well as other dwellings 

in the vicinity filled up with 

relatives from these early 

Kingston Dutch families and 

others they could give charity to 

as the winter approached.

On February 17, 1778 

Governor Clinton exempted 

“artificers” (carpenters and 

masons) from military drafts and 

duty who were available in the 

spring to start rebuilding 

Highlands and, on a clear day, 

through the Highlands to 

Manhattan could be had.

These same high hills also 

represented a significant, 

defensive barrier to east-west 

and, at critical points, north-

south overland traffic. Where 

these barriers opened their few 

natural passages, Saugerties 

formed its settlements. In this 

way it effected the points of 

traffic and insured both its 

security and that of the larger 

community 

of 

Kingston. 

These 

passages 

grew after 

the 

burning of 

Kingston 

to rapidly 

became control points as well for 

commerce. Compact groupings 

of stores and houses were built 

to support the traffic that passed 

through them.

After Burgoyne’s surrender, 

Vaughan's retreat and the moral 

boost of Washington’s victory at 

Trenton the British offensives of 

the Revolution War turned 

toward the southern colonies. In 

New York their tactic was to 

directly threaten the homes of 

the rebels with raids from their 

Iroquois allies.

Defense of the Saugerties 

Region was the responsibility of 

the First Ulster Regiment led by 

Col. Johannis Snyder. Three 

companies were formed in the 

north, south and west. These 

centered on the Saugerties 

landing, the Kaatsbaan and the 

Kingston. Many of these 

artificers came from the Snyder 

and Myer families of 

Churchland. Johannas Snyder 

had earlier built the stone 

“hospital” for housing the troops 

during the French and Indian 

War and the entire Snyder 

family were skilled carpenters 

and stone layers. The stone 

houses built by the second 

generation of the Christian Myer 

family were landmarks along 

Kings Highway and into the 

village of Saugerties well 

before the Revolution. It is 

not until 1781 that militia 

responsibilities are again 

placed upon the Myers 

and many of the Snyder 

family indicating the 

time it took to finish 

the rebuilding of 

Kingston.

he frontage of 

Saugerties on the THudson was vulnerable 

to the traffic on the river's broad 

and deep sea level channel and 

its western bounds were 

vulnerable to the mountain 

overlooks and the enemy 

encamped behind them. But the 

middle terrain of Saugerties with 

its raising bluestone ledges made 

it equally defensible against 

these threats.

Saugerties’ single most 

important asset was the 

sweeping views that, in this time 

of threats of Indian raids from 

the Catskills and military 

invasion from the Hudson, 

permitted a watchful community 

to feel informed and secure. Just 

as the high escarpment of the 

Catskill mountains allowed the 

Tory fort to keep a watchful eye 

on the activities of Saugerties, 

the high hills between the 

Catskill wall and the river 

offered equally strategic views of 

both the mountain and the river. 

From atop Mount Marion a view 

of the river as far as the 

Blue Mountain districts. A 

special group was selected to 

“range the frontier” along the 

base of the Catskill escarpment. 

A “fort” or rallying point for this 

group was at the northern of the 

two Tobias Wynkoop stone 

houses built at each extreme of 

the road that led to Blue 

Mountain from the Kings 

Highway.

40 militiamen under the 

command of Captain Jeremiah 

Snyder began in 1778 to patrol 

from the Kaaterskill Clove to 

Shandaken. In that year a fort 

was commissioned by Congress 

at Shandaken to support a 150-

man garrison with Colonel 

Johannis Snyder in charge. At 

the other extreme of this patrol 

route the stone house of Tobias 

Wyncoop was fortified as a 

frontier garrison.

By 1778 the British had 

established a network of trails 

their Iroquois allies used to raid 

the Hudson and Delaware 

valleys. These led from the 

upper Susquehanna through the 

high Catskills valleys and down 

the Esopus. In the summer of 

1779, the Continental Army, 

under Generals James Clinton 

and John Sullivan took a 

successful campaign to the 

Indians of central New York, 

1778 - 1783  Saugerties Supports the Patriot Cause

The Kalkbergs, a solid limestone barrier 

running parallel to the Hudson River from 

Kingston past Catskill, was the first line of 

defense during the Revolutionary War. The 

broad fields spreading west from the river’s 

edge and north between the village of 

Saugerties and West Camp is the only break 

in this continuous wall. Rising like an island 

in these fields is Canoe Hill, the southern-

most of a half dozen jagged fragments of the 

Kalkberg wall that collectively make the 

“Tears of the Palatines”. Lookouts on these 

guardians 

Jeremiah Snyder and his son, Elias, were 

abducted  by Indians from 

their farm fields near the present Saugerties 

Reservoir and taken by way of the Tory Fort 

to Canada. 

After a year of captivity they escaped into 

Vermont and, after receiving help there, 

finally made their way back to Saugerties.

 in May of 1780

Jeremiah was from a Saugerties 

family that settled in the early 1730's around 

the base of the Beaverkill Clove at 

Churchland. A carpenter by trade, Jeremiah 

was in his late 30's at  the time of the 

Revolution. He had settled on this farm on 

the upper plateau over fifteen years before. 

In June of 1780 Peter Short and his son-in-law 

Peter Miller were abducted by Tories and 

taken by way of the Tory Fort to Canada. 

They were helped to escape by an Indian 

neighbor, Joe DeWitt,  after a year of 

captivity in Montreal and returned to their 

homes south of Woodstock. The location of 

the abduction was the “John C. Wolven Hill” 

which is on old Rt. 212 on the Woodstock 

border. Peter Short and Peter Miller’s father, 

Phillip, were recognized Whigs and Patriots 

long before the burning of Kingston.

Lieutenant Peter Post, a militiaman returning 

from duty patrolling from the fort at 

Shandaken, was abducted by a band of 

Tories and Indians at the home of Johannas 

Wolven in early May, 1779. The land around 

Pine Grove watered by the Washburn Creek 

and around its convergence with the 

Plattekill was early settled by the second 

generation of Wolvens. Godfried DeWolven 

was one of the first of the Palatines to gain 

patent from the Crown and built a stone 

house on the river at “Stroomzeit” around 

1728. Two Wolven stone houses on the Pine 

Grove lands date from before the revolution.

The terminus of the long wagon road from 

Woodstock was the ferry point at the Brink 

homestead where materials and produce 

from  Hardenburg 

patent lands were carried across the river to 

his warehouses at Clermont. After the 

burning of Clermont the activity here 

increased as building materials came not 

only for rebuilding Clermont but also to take 

down to Kingston.

Robert L. Livingston’s 

Before the Revolution, boards 

from the sawmills of Woodstock and Cooper 

Lake were rafted to the warehouses of 

Clermont to be sold in the markets of New 

York City. Farm produce as tenant rent also 

passed through Saugerties for the Livingston 

warehouses. Merchant sloops trading for 

Livingston goods also found goods to fill out 

their holds from the mills and farms of 

Saugerties. At Saugerties landing the stores 

at Kaatsbaan and other locations bought 

goods that these sloops carried up from New 

York City.

The Post family occupied several farmsteads 

overlaying the present village of Saugerties. 

The tavern Abraham Post ran at about the 

present location of the Smith Hardware Store 

was the principal gathering place of patriots 

before and during the Revolutionary War.

Christian Myer built the original family 

homestead stone house on the Kings 

Highway in 1728. By the Revolution his sons 

and grandsons were farming over the whole 

of Saugerties from the Sawkill to the south to 

the upper flats at the Kaaterskill. During the 

revolution his family supplied the most to 

serve as soldiers of any single family in all 

the patriot cause.

Marla (Martin) Snyder arrived in Saugerties 

around 1732 and built the original 

homestead stone house in 1750. The last of 

his children, twin boys, were born that year 

and one of them, Isaac, continued to occupy 

the family home after the first generation 

were deceased. The stone house is known as 

the Malius and Isaac Snyder house. Nine of 

Martin’s sons and his three son-in-laws 

fought in the Revolution. One son, 

Zechariah, went to Nova Scotia.

Mount Marion was the main observation 

point for in Kingston for watching over 

threats from the Catskill Escarpment and up 

and down the Hudson River.

Conscripted by the French in Germany when 

he was 19, Ludwig Roessell was brought to 

Canada around 1760. He deserted to the 

British and after the war settled in West 

Camp. In 1776 he served in the Continental 

Army at Fort Washington during the battle of 

Brooklyn. He is the father of Jeremiah Russell 

who would later be a leading figure in the 

early town’s growth and serve as a member 

of the Congress of the United States.

Atop the Plattekill Clove on the level 

projection above Huckleberry Point was the 

Tory Fort. It commanded an uninterrupted 

view of the Hudson Valley north to Albany 

and South through the Highlands nearly to 

the Atlantic Ocean. This defensible point 

allowed the Indian allies of the British to 

menace the population of the Saugerties 

region and Kingston unremittingly from this 

fort throughout the complete period of the 

Revolutionary War. The only defense against 

this was an equally unremitting observation 

of the Plattekill Clove and the whole of the 

escarpment of the Catskills by the 

homesteader members of the Kingston 

Militia that lived below it.

augerties’ single most important asset was the 

sweeping views that, in this time of threats of Indian 

raids from the Catskills and military invasion from the S
Hudson, permitted a watchful community to feel 

informed and secure. Just as the high escarpment 

of the Catskill mountains allowed the Tory fort 

to keep a watchful eye on the activities of 

Saugerties, the high hills between the Catskill 

wall and the river offered equally strategic views 

of both the mountain and the river. 
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destroyed their villages and 

crops and left them with no food 

or shelter for the severe winter 

that followed. By the spring of 

1780 the bounties that the British 

paid for captured Colonial 

officers was attracting bands of 

desperate Indians into the 

Hudson Valley.

Many officers of the Ulster 

militia were abducted for 

ransom at this time. These 

abductions are among some of 

the most told stories of the 

Revolutionary War period in 

Ulster County. Captian Jeremiah 

Snyder and his son Elias were 

kidnaped in May of 1780 from 

their farm fields and taken to 

Canada. The Snyders were 

captured in fields close to the 

present location of the Saugerties 

Reservoir. Peter Short and Peter 

Miller were captured at the 

present location of the 

Saugerties/Woodstock border on 

old State Rt. 212.

The full story of the capture, 

captivity and escape of Jeremiah 

Snyder and his son was told, 

first hand, for the fiftieth 

anniversary of the Revolution, 

by an 89 year old Jeremiah 

Snyder. Published in 1827 in a 

Kingston newspaper, it has been 

retold in its entirety in many 

books including Evers' "The 

Catskills" and Brink's "Early 

History of Saugerties".

ndependence arrived for 

the Hudson Valley on INovember 25, 1783. On 

that date the British evacuated 

New York and once again the 

Hudson River was open to 

commerce.

Throughout the seven years of 

the Revolutionary War the 

agricultural production of New 

York maintained a stable level of 

output. Trading, to a limited 

extent, also continued. New York 

was so split in its loyalties that 

there was always a market for its 

products. Tories supplied the 

British in the city of New York 

Alexander Hamilton bargained 

away a Capitol in New York in 

exchange for Congress assuming 

the war debt of the States. The 

offer of the Trustees 

encompassed an area of 

Commons lands along a Hudson 

River frontage known as the 

Flatbush district. Later this 

reserved piece would be granted 

by the Trustees to benefit the 

Kingston Academy. The bounds 

of this particular lot define the 

southeast corner of Saugerties. 

The reason that the Capitol of 

the United States is not in 

Saugerties is therefore because 

there was a greater need for a 

Federal government with a good 

credit rating.

fter independence the 

State of New York Abegan to set in 

motion the aspects of its 

Constitution that made it 

governable. In an act of the 

legislature on March 7, 1788 each 

county in the State was divided 

into townships so their 

populations could elect officials 

to govern under municipal laws.

The citizens of Kingston had 

already been governed for over a 

century by their elected Trustees 

in much the same way that they 

would have had the Corporation 

of Kingston been a town. The 

Trustees 

oversaw 

schools, roads, 

safety and the 

poor as well as 

law 

enforcement 

and the courts. 

In other places 

in the Hudson 

valley tenants 

of manor land 

were governed 

by the lord of 

the manor 

who had 

similar 

responsibilities 

only he was 

overseeing the sharing of the 

commons and the maintenance 

of the roads that accessed them 

for several years only one 

election was necessary. But in 

time the difference between the 

responsibilities that the Trustees 

undertook and the political 

power that they were in a 

position to control brought them 

into direct competition with 

those demanding a true Town of 

Kingston government. 

Eventually the Town replaced 

the services of the Trustees and 

the State called for the 

distribution of the Corporation’s 

assets.

The breaking up of the 

Commons took years to finalize. 

A complete division was 

and continued a high level of 

commerce with the British 

possessions in the Carribean. 

Whigs fed the Continentals in 

the interior.

Whether Whig or Tory the 

wealthy of New York were 

wealthier at the end of the 

Revolution. However much of 

the usefulness of the wealth was 

limited by the debt the State of 

New York and the Congress of 

the United States incurred for 

the Revolution. The wealth of the 

Nation was based on trade. New 

York landowners and merchants 

had plenty of wealth to invest in 

trade but it was in unsecured 

soldiers pay certificates and state 

and federal securities.

With barriers to trade in place 

due to British sanctions the 

wealthiest used their liquid 

capital to speculate in war-era 

certificates and used these to buy 

large estates confiscated from 

landed Tories. What certificates 

were left over would fuel the 

politics that would have a 

curious effect on the destiny of 

Saugerties.

At their regular first Tuesday 

of March annual meeting in 1783 

the Trustees of the Corporation 

of Kingston passed a resolution 

to offer one square mile of land 

to the Congress of the United 

States to place the Capitol in 

Kingston. In July the Trustees 

were given the offer of the 

Corporation of Annapolis in 

Maryland. They countered with 

a two square mile offer on 

September 23, 1783 to Alexander 

Hamilton. Throughout the 1780’s 

until the final cession of ten 

square miles by Maryland on the 

23rd of December, 1788 the 

desires of the powerful political  

interests of New York to retain 

the Capitol in New York State 

continued to be played out 

through the Trustees of 

Kingston.

It is said that in the end 

Secretary of the Treasury 

not elected. Under the 

constitution of New York the 

special privileges of manors and 

corporations such as Kingston 

were denied and so along with 

the manors that surrounded it 

Kingston became a Town.

The Corporation of Kingston 

was governed, by law, by twelve 

trustees annually elected  by all 

the freeholders of the 

“commonality” of Kingston. This 

commonality essentially owned 

nearly all the land in the new 

“Town” of Kingston. Thus the 

Trustees of the Kingston 

Commons continued to perform 

many of the duties of a town 

government alongside the 

government of the Town of 

Kingston after it was formed.

Because the Trustee 

system had a long 

history of efficiently 

carrying out the 

responsibility of 

providing for the 

welfare of the 

"commonality" and  

necessary. The common lands 

had to be sold and the treasury 

distributed. To do this the 

commons were mapped for the 

first time in over a century.

The original patent had been 

expanded in the Saugerties 

Region many times during the 

1700's. Thousands of acres had 

also been sold. The Town of 

Kingston was made up of all the 

lands deeded from the Kingston 

Patent, all of the other patents 

added to the jurisdiction of the 

Corporation over the past 

century and all of the lands held 

as Commons within the 

Kingston Patent. Division of the 

Commons meant a survey of the 

complete Town.

Once the Commons were 

clearly distinguished 

from private lands, the 

Trustees made their 

division. This was first 

done by making 

seventeen large 

divisions called 

"Classes" or "Great lots". 

Each of these was 

divided into smaller, 

numbered lots of 30 and 

45-acre sizes laid out on 

a square grid. Finally, 

physical markers were 

placed on the corners of 

the lots.

Nine Classes of the 

Kingston Commons are 

1783 - 1788  Saugerties in an Independent New York

he offer of the Trustees encompassed an area of Commons 

lands along a Hudson River frontage known as the 

Flatbush district. Later this reserved piece would be T
granted by the Trustees to benefit the Kingston 

Academy. The bounds of this particular lot define 

the southeast corner of Saugerties. The reason that 

the Capitol of the United States is not in Saugerties 

is therefore because there was a greater need for a 

Federal government with a good credit rating.

Overview: Saugerties in the 
Kingston Commons

In the Kingston Commons, which by 1783 

was nearly a century old, the citizens of 

Saugerties had been freely charting their own 

course and working toward their own prosperity 

for generations. Their prosperity was directly 

related to advantages only available in this 

unique place.

The Saugerties of 1783 was largely commons. 

What this means is that much of the land of 

Saugerties was not privately owned but owned 

in common by all of the landholders of Kingston. 

As such, they only had to maintain and bear the 

expense of a comparatively small piece of land to 

produce an enormously bountiful harvest. This 

was done by simply expanding their fields and 

pasturage seasonally into the commons. The 

commons were treated like the plains of the 

Western United States would later be treated by 

the ranchers before the fences of the farmers 

arrived. The commons of Saugerties would not 

see fences until after 1804.

A typical farm in Saugerties would apply all 

of its cleared land to the plow for a cash crop of 

corn and winter wheat. These fields were near 

the farmhouse and protected from wild animals. 

The farmsteads with their barns and herding 

pens were located close to the edge of the hills 

above which most of the land was commons. A 

large herd of cattle used for dairy products 

would be taken into the commons daily. Sheep 

were also grazed on its slopes. Pigs roamed the 

commons freely and were gathered at the end of 

he season once they were fat on chestnuts and 

acorns. The dairy products were cheese and 

butter and were sold at the landings on the 

Hudson to be taken to New York on the sloops. 

Throughout the year cordwood was cut and 

shipped for the fireplaces of New York.

The stone farmhouses that were expanded 

and newly built in this period following 

Independence show that the farmers of 

Saugerties were as prosperous as the village 

dwellers of Kingston. Kingston had been rebuilt 

in this same period and much of the style and 

application of the architecture of both places is 

similar.

This period of growth based on an agrarian 

economy took Saugerties to a level of population 

and commerce that soon placed demands on the 

lands available for economic expansion.  Not 

only river commerce was added to its 

agricultural base but also mercantile interests 

and some infant attempts at manufacturing 

beyond agricultural support were beginning to 

spring up. All of these activities were limited by 

restrictions on business and commerce allowed 

by law within the Kingston Commons.

The Trustees controlled the resources of the 

commons to support the needs of the freeholders 

of Kingston. Business activities unrelated to 

agricultural or supporting the growth of a 

workforce unrelated to the large plantations of 

Kingston were discouraged by official land use 

policies. The centralized mercantile control of 

Kingston Village based on, in addition to 

Kingston, the agriculture of the Rondout and 

Esopus valleys and their centers in New Paltz 

and Hurley used these policies to limit 

competitive growth from Saugerties’ focus on 

river commerce.

Hudson, Catskill and Athens were becoming 

commercial centers to the north of Saugerties. 

Poughkeepsie was also expanding its influence 

on the shipping trade of the Hudson River. In 

the midst of this aggressive competitive activity 

the Trustees stubbornly maintained the farming 

focus of Kingston and its inland village 

character.



outside of the Saugerties Region. 

The "South of Rondouts Kill" 

Class has a location that is self-

explanatory. The “Compensation 

Class” is most of the western 

side of the present City of 

Kingston and the hills on the 

Hurley line. The "Clove" Class 

was adjacent to Hurley north of 

the City of Kingston. The 

"Suppies Hook" Class was the 

Ponckhockie and East Kingston 

areas. The Pine Bush” Class is 

the Kaleberg hills around Lake 

Katrine. The "Three Mile" Class 

was the Woodstock border 

around Zena. The "Binnewater" 

Class was around Sawkill. The 

"Flatbush" Class included the 

frontage along the River and up 

to the Saugerties border. The 

"First" Class bordered the 

Saugerties Region south of 

where the Plattekill meets the 

Esopus around Ruby.

The remaining eight Classes 

made up the Saugerties Region. 

These were the "2nd", "3rd", 

"4th", "5th", "6th", "7th", 

"Southwest" and "Northwest" 

Classes. The Classes in 

Saugerties all were west of the 

Hoogeberg Ridge on the upper 

plateau with the 

exception of the 

"Seventh" Class 

which was a 

division of all the 

territory between 

the Hudson River 

and the Esopus 

Creek from 

Turkey Point to 

the mouth of the 

Esopus.

The "Second" 

Class includes the 

territory along the 

Glasco Turnpike 

from Mount 

Marion to near 

John Joy Road. 

The "Third" Class 

is the Fish Creek 

and Pine Grove 

Ulster. This firmed up and 

validated that northern line and 

finally placed all of the land 

from the Sawyerkill to the 

Hudson within Ulster County 

jurisdiction. Thus, at the time of 

the division of the Commons all 

of the landmarks and lines, both 

physical and proprietary, were in 

place as they are now within the 

present Town of Saugerties. All 

titles within the Town can be 

traced to Class and Lot numbers 

in the Kingston Commons, to 

deeds from the Trustees made 

prior to the division and to the 

small number of patents, mostly 

east and north of the Sawyerkill, 

areas. The "Fourth" Class 

includes Veteran and 

Centerville. The "Fifth" Class 

takes in Blue Mountain and 

Quarryville. The "Sixth" Class is 

north of Quarryville between 

Asbury and Saxton. Saxton, 

parts of West Saugerties and all 

of the Blue Mountain Road are in 

the "Northwest" Class. The 

"Southwest" Class runs along the 

entire Saugerties-Woodstock 

border.

Prior to 1788, Albany County 

included The Great Imboght 

district and Catskill within its 

borders. In 1798, they were 

placed in Ulster County and, 

when the 

County of 

Greene was 

formed by 

an Act of 

March 25, 

1800, these 

were taken 

from Ulster and made a part of 

that new county. The bounds of 

the Town of Kingston and 

presumably the common lands 

of the Corporation of Kingston 

then became the northern 

boundary of the County of 

that were issued while this land 

was a part of Albany County. 

Within the present 49 square 

miles of the Town of Saugerties, 

well over two thirds of all land 

transfers can be traced to deeds 

issued with Class and Lot 

descriptions following the 

division map of the Kingston 

Commons finished in 1804.

It would be a dozen years 

before the Corporation of 

Kingston had totally disposed of 

its lands and closed its books 

forever. Over the same period 

the Town of Saugerties would be 

born and a new era in the 

Hudson Valley would begin.

1801 - 1803  Division of the Kingston Commons

Overview: Livingston of 
Clermont in Saugerties

Following the burning of Kingston Saugerties 

became the principal hub of traffic along the 

Kings Highway as goods traveled south to the 

middle colonies that would have been moved by 

water if it were not for the British control of the 

lower river. Its highway districts totaled ten out 

of the 22 of the entire Kingston Commons and all 

centered on the Hudson River landings at 

Saugerties. The ferrying point there linked the 

land routes on both sides thanks to the 

Livingston’s Clermont directly opposite 

Saugerties and its need over the preceding 

decade to ship as well as receive products at the 

deep channel of the river on the Saugerties side. 

This increased activity gave rise to a nucleus 

of taverns and merchant businesses on the level 

grounds above the landings. Some were well 

established by the time of the Revolution. These 

oversaw the movement of materials needed to 

rebuild the destroyed houses, mills and 

warehouses of Clermont as well as those of 

Kingston. Robert R. Livingston helped rebuild 

Kingston in addition to making a gift of land in 

his Hardenburg patent to those who suffered 

losses there.

Business centered on Saugerties mainly 

because of its relationship to the Livingstons. 

The main figure among the businessmen of 

Saugerties was the tavernkeeper Abraham Post 

who had long been held in the highest esteem by 

the Livingstons for his knowledge of the 

mountain trails, mountain resources, inhabitants 

and Indians. He was considered a confidant and 

advisor to the elder of the Livingstons and from 

the first outbreak of the Revolution, the tavern of 

Abraham Post became a center for information 

on the course of the rebellion. It was a signing 

place for the Articles of Association and was in 

the whole of the Commons considered the safest 

and most reliable information access point for 

patriots since the younger Robert R. Livingston 

was a key figure in the Continental Congress 

and conducted his business at Post's. After 1777, 

when he became Chancellor of the newly formed 

State of New York, the association between 

Livingstons, the Patriot cause and business in 

Saugerties became even more firm.

After the Revolution, in 1792, Robert R. 

Livingston, then Chancellor of New York and 

Secretary of State of the United States, 

established an even stronger commercial 

foothold in Saugerties. He took possession of the 

all the landings around the Esopus outlet and all 

the land with road access to these by financing 

the settlement of the estate of Barent Burhans' 

for John Brink Jr., son-in-law to William Burhans, 

in 1790, and then purchasing the entire estate 

from Brink except for a small farm that was later 

deeded to Livingston  in 1806.

The Livingston family had a long association 

with the Burhans and Brinks. William Burhans 

operated the mill on the falls of the Sawyerkill 

where the Livingstons traditionally carried out 

their industrial activities. This was the 

Livingston Mill burned by the British in 1777. 

John Brink, Jr. lived near this mill and for many 

years kept the ferry that crossed the Hudson to 

Clermont Manor. Materials from the mill and 

from tenant rents on the Livingston lands 

around Woodstock and Shandaken went to the 

Livingston warehouses on this ferry. By the 

1790's John Brink, Jr.'s son, Andrew, was 

operating the sloop "Maria" that carried most of 

the Livingston wares and products to the New 

York markets. Andrew was later, in 1807, the 

first captain on Livingston and Fulton's 

steamship, The Clermont, and took it on its 

maiden voyage from New York to Albany and 

back.

That land of Barent Burhans has an 

interesting history. Much of this land was within 

the portion of the Meals and Hayes patent that 

was conveyed by John Hayes to John Persen in 

1712. In 1740 the heirs of Barent Burhans 

petitioned the Kingston Commons to release a 

deed to them for property that their father "in his 

lifetime was possessed or entitled unto". The 

bounds of the land in this deed, aside from being 

called a part of the Meals and Hayes patent, 

were not defined at all except to say that they 

were "lying at Sagorties".

These bounds were not defined until an 

unrecorded deed, alluded to in the deed filed in 

1792 to Robert R. Livingston, was surveyed to 

include all of what is today the village of 

Saugerties east of Partition Street, South of Main 

Street, and North of the Esopus, only excluding 

the land between Mynderse Lane and the 

Hudson from approximately 1000 feet south of 

the mouth of the Sawyerkill to the Esopus.

The Livingstons immediately began to use 

this land and its access roads to influence both 

trade and investments. Their considerable land 

holdings, productive centers of manufacturing 

and related projects brought their involvement 

in the landings and the small, developing 

mercantile trade of Saugerties to the attention of 

those interested in the investment craze of the 

time: the construction of turnpikes.

The function of turnpikes was to link water 

transportation systems by the shortest distance 

over land. Plans for improved roadways not 

only were good investments by themselves but 

also led to good investments in the land that was 

along their path. The Livingston road from 

Saugerties that went up the Beaverkill Clove and 

on to Shandaken was the most direct route from 

the Hudson River to the upper Esopus and from 

there to the upper Delaware and on to the 

Susquehanna River.

Rival roads that used Catskill and Hudson as 

their terminus and took a longer northern route 

to the Susquehanna were to get the jump on 

Saugerties but in the 1790's the association of 

Livingstons and hubs of transportation activity 

found a ready focus of interest in Saugerties.

hus, at the time of the division of the Commons all of the 

landmarks and lines, both physical and proprietary, were 

in place as they are now within the present Town of T
Saugerties. All titles within the Town can be traced 

to Class and Lot numbers in the Kingston Commons, 

to deeds from the Trustees made prior to the division 

and to the small number of patents, mostly east and 

north of the Sawyerkill, that were issued while this 

land was a part of Albany County.
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